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Lesley
This is Roger Clark part two okay.  So let us start with foaling then.  Take me through because I have spoken to other people in the past as well and they can be tricky animals can’t they Suffolk’s?

Roger
Yes they can.  They can especially if things go wrong.  You know you have to remember with a mare it is not like a cow, it is over very very quick.  You know you can…you can go out and look at a mare and she would probably stand there eating hay and then you go back half an hour later and there is a foal.  But as it…  You know.  There is an old adage that she bags up her udder a few days before, she waxes and slackens a few hours before, she sweats and fidgets a few minutes before she foals.  And er the important thing is, really to interfere with them as least as possible.  If I see a mare down and she has foaled usually the hind legs are still in it and usually the umbilical cord is attached.  I never interfere with that.  I wait till either the foal struggles, because I am told on good authority that erm that there is still a fair bit of the mother’s blood circulating through the placenta and the foal.  And you know foals can loose a fair bit of that if the cord is broken too quickly, and then obviously you know the first thing we do is dip it in iodine because the last thing you want is any bacterial infection getting in the navel, because that is when you can have real problems.

Lesley
Out of all the…  Every time you have got a foal or a mare gives birth, I mean how many out of ten are going to be reasonable successes because it..?

Roger
Yes.  I think erm... you know you unfortunately it is a bit like a client will ring up and say ‘I have lost a shoe’.  But they never tell you about the hundreds that they have kept on, and I think it is a bit like a mare foal of yours here about the problems but you never hear about the things that are you know that are really straight forward. Because there is this other slight myth about what the old horseman will tell you about the melt.  Which is like a fibrous pad.  Now they will always tell you that is in the foals mouth, and you have to prise the mouth open to get this melt out, BUT the thing about the melt was, that proved to the farmer that you were there when the mare foaled and then you would get your bonus is what they call for bringing a foal in this country.  But I don’t think it is ever in the mouth, the melt.  I think it is within the…within the placenta.  

Lesley
What is it?  So it is a…?

Roger
Well it is just a melt is an old word for spleen.  So if you imagine a pad about that big with a sort of livery er composition, and you can usually find them.  And they always reckoned you see that was a good charm, but you had to cure it first and then...  One of the things was... after you cured it, you sweated it under your arm, and that was supposed to be erm... erm a melt from a colt foal would attract a mare and a… and a melt from a filly foal would attract a stallion.  But you see if you get down to it.  It is a bit like the frogs bone and all things like that.  That gave… that gave the person who had got it, that power to deal with that horse because he was confident.  He thought by having that, like the frogs bone, and all this that and the other that, that they gave him the power over that horse.  But you see I don’t…  I have never thought any person has a particular power over a horse, it is skill, pluck and determination.  And the horse recognises that.  And I think it was always a likened to a fighter pilot going to war with his charm or his amulet.  If he hadn’t got it with him, he would be lost and I think it is just the same with the horseman.  And I know they have said it... The late John Ellis.  His father, Tom.  He was a…  He was a seriously good horseman and John told me when they worked the Poles out at Brocksford Hall Estate.  They went to pick a stallion up one day and the stallion was in a yard.  So Tom said to the horseman, ‘Go and get that horse’. He said ‘I am not going anywhere near that.’  So he said, “Well how did you…’ He said ‘We don’t go in with it’.  He said, ‘We feed it over the gate.’  So and he was a bit, what we call...  He would be a bit sharp.  Anyway they managed to catch him and load him up on the lorry and took him back to Brocksford Estate.  And er John said in the morning, father was feeding round and he gave me the horses bait and he said, ‘Go and feed that horse boy.’  And I went in there, shut the door behind me.  Put the food in the manger.  Patted the horses neck and come out and he said, ‘There you are boy.  You have done what grown men are afraid to do.’  And John would have been about ten at the time.  But he said, ‘I never had any fear because father told me to do it.’  You know this the… this is the thing.

Lesley
He didn’t question it?

Roger
Didn’t question it.

Lesley
And you are talking there about some of the old horseman and you learnt your skill from some of the old horseman?  

Roger
Yeah.

Lesley
Tell me about some of the ones that you remember.  

Roger
Well you know they go on about these various things and that and... because my old friend the late Hector Moore, he was a great one for…  You know it was always the stuff.

Lesley
Stuff?

Roger
Yes.  The stuff.  He erm…  There was a horse that er...  one of his customers and he rang me up one day and he said, ‘I am in a muddle, Roger.’  I said, ‘What is the matter Hector?’  He said, ‘I got a horse that so and so’.  He said, ‘I can’t get the hind shoes on it.’  He said, ‘The vet had been and doped it.’   He said, ‘But we still…  He can’t even oil the hind feet.  Can you get some stuff?’  So I said, ‘ Yes.’  So I rang up a vet friend of mine and I said, ‘Can you get me some tincture of opium?’  He said, ‘Yes.  What do you want it for?’  I said, ‘ We have a horse we can’t shoe’.  So what we did.  We poured some of this on a piece of sponge on a piece of string and popped it into the horse’s mouth.  Went off and sat in the boat and had a cup of tea and I held it and Hector had two hind shoes on that in twenty minutes.  But it was a combination.  Hector knew if I held it.  He wouldn’t have any problem, because he was confident that I wouldn’t see him hurt you see what I mean.  The horse knew that we were confident, that we were sure of him.  He just got the edge took off him so we could do the job.

Lesley
Is that all about…  Is that what the Suffolk horseman were all about?  Because they used to have little bottles.

Roger
Oh yes.  And don’t forget…  I mean.  They worked.  You know.  And you know… a drop this and that on the horses tongue and they would follow you about and this that and the other.  I think you can basically put it down into two categories.  That which attracts a horse.  That what repels a horse.  So if you didn’t want anybody to use your horse, you would put something on the inside of his collar.  So when the person when to collar him up, he could not get anywhere near him.  Because the horses sense of smell is far superior to our own and erm... but anybody in what we call in the know, would know what would happen and you would probably blow smoke up the horses nostril or rub a bit a vinegar on it or something like that which would neutralise.  You see it is all you know…  What it is a bit like a magician.  You know you see what you want to see but you don’t really know what is happening.

Lesley
Did they all tell you their secrets because that is quite a skill, isn’t it?

Roger
I think George Evans, I think he possibly was one of the erm greatest people that I know for collecting all this stuff, and he came in just in the right time you see.  And erm don’t forget there was in Scotland, there was a society the Horseman’s Word.  Which was you know…  Which was a secret society.  And the interesting thing about like that is the ritual is very Masonic orientated.  And you see don’t forget Robert Burns was a mason.  But Robert Burns was a ploughman as well.  And I think all these things... and that I think a lot of this came down with the Scots when they came down to East Anglia.  And they must have been a common source because you can get all these handwritten notebooks and ninety percent of them are word for word.   So there must have been a common source that they were.  They were…  


But you see people say this is all myth and mystery. Hutcheson’s who were all old Bells Farm at Hawley.  Great Suffolk horse people.  And I was talking to Mrs. H. about this, and she said, ‘Well funny thing’ she said ‘When the Framlingham District still travelled a Suffolk stallion.’  And this would be in the 50’s.   Hatches used to drop it off somewhere and the chap would lead this horse around two or three farms, then he would be picked up and he would be taken on somewhere else.  Because they didn’t have the big round like they did previously.  And er anyway this horse, and I forget the horse’s name, but Sidney Smith remembers the horse.  He put this chap in hospital who was the stallion leader, so they bought an old man out of retirement.  He went to Old Bells Farm, which was a long long drive down across the railway line.  They tried two or three mares, none of them were in season.  By this time the horse was getting a bit bored like....  So anyway [laughs]   Philip Hutcheson said to this chap, ‘If you come around the house’, he said,  ‘The missus has got a cup of tea and a piece of cake for you.’  He said, ‘Er I will hold your horse while you go in and have…’  ‘You won’t hold him.  He would not go nowhere.’  Mrs. H. said he dropped his leading rein down and went indoors and he sat like we are having a cup of tea and a piece of cake, and she kept looking out the window and she stood on four bricks, and he never moved.  And this chap he said, ‘Right I’ll see you again next Tuesday.’  Picked up his leader and away he went.  And I was going through some of these... because Georgio Evans lent me a lot of these notebooks just to go through.  And you know there was a recipe there to make the horse stand unattended.  Put so and so on his leading rein and throw it down, but we never able to decipher what it was.  So you know we are not talking about you know in the 1800’s or anything like that.  We are talking about, you know, in people’s memories time.

Lesley
Well these are the things, probably passed down as well.

Roger
Yes.  Well they would be passed down.  And funny thing, Reggie, who was Sidney Smith.  Now Sidney Smith he was Sir Robert Gooch’s stud groom man, and Sidney Smith in my younger day was the man.  You know, you what Sidney plait a horse.  You watched Sidney show a horse and you tried to emulate these sort of people.  And Reggie told me they were a big family, and the old man only told Sidney who was the youngest.  He never told the other boys anything.  They had to find it out for themselves.  So again you see the old man was safeguarding his er... his job.   You know.  Obviously at that time of the day, the top man got the top jobs. 

Lesley
And their notebook was each of them they closely guarded that notebook, didn’t they?

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  And even to the fact that even if they were having a recipe made up at a chemist, they would not have it all done at one chemist.  They would go from one and they go on to another so somebody could not follow them in and say.  Make me up what so and so just had.  

Lesley
When you met some of the old Suffolk horseman.  Did you ever get to see their kit?  I mean would they carry it around?  Did they have a bag or..?

Roger
Not really.  No.  Because you see a lot of this stuff you know you would only want a little bottle or something like that.  And erm... but you see don’t forget that I was on the real tail tail end.  I mean there was still several horses about, but not to the extent where you.  You know.  This is why Carlson was quite unique because you know there was still a proper stable of working horses. Most of the horses round when I was a boy they what we called jobbin horses.  You know they carted around the cattle.  They might drill kale or something like that.  But you know the real work force or you might keep a pair just for harrowing in and things like that you know.

Lesley
You haven’t got any more recipes for me then?  Anything else you learnt for... witchcraft or whatever?

Roger
Well I don’t know.  Well I don’t know really.  I mean you know a lot of it was…  It wasn’t as much that but it was you know practical stuff you know what to do with a horse for a cough and things like that.  And I know Ted Porter who was an old dealing friend of mine.  I mean Ted must have dealt with thousands of horses, and he was one of the few people in the last war, after he was called up was allowed home to find horses for the army.  And he told me that er... just before he was called up the remount officer rang him up and he said, ‘Can the Brigadier and myself come and see you?’  So he said, ‘They turned up’ and he said ‘We want a thousand horses between fourteen hands and fifteen.’  Fourteen two and fifteen hands.  Can you supply them?’  So he said, ‘Yes.’  So I said, ‘How the hell did you do it Ted?’  He said, ‘Well you go to such and such a dealer there would be a hundred there.  You’d go somewhere else and there would be another hundred there’.  He said, ‘And we got them together’.  And he said, ‘If we had one with any trouble.’  He said, ‘We used to give it a Keating’s flea powder in a pint of water as a drink.’  He said, That would quiet them down.’  So I have never yet discovered what was in Keating’s flea powder.

Lesley
I am trying to decide whether it was a nice drink or a horrible drink.

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  So obviously you got you know some erm… some sort of calming thing.

Lesley
Obviously you are not old enough to remember back to the war, but you have heard all sorts of stories, have you?

Roger
Yes.  It was quite extraordinary.  At the Framlingham Show one year  Ted Porter was judging the private driving there and I introduced him to my father,  and father had got his REMI tie on.  Ted Porter got his Royal Army veterinary core tie on  and they got talking.  And dad said, ‘After the battle of Fillets Gap.’  He said, ‘I was around with my sear.  We were scouting about in the jeep looking for the tools steel to repair our equipment.’  He said, ‘And we come across all these hundreds of horses that the German’s had been using to cart petrol and water to the front line you see and they had all been left.  Some were wounded.  Some were dead.’  And he missed Ted Porter by one day, because the Royal Army veterinary core came in to deal with it and er... so you know even in war time what a small world it was.

Lesley
It must have been a huge problem for Suffolk, especially in the first world war these horses been taken from farms.

Roger
Yes.  It must have been.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  And because you see not only that, it was when the war finished when you got all these hundreds of horses suddenly put onto the market.  You know.  The horse trade just dropped and yet the er...  My grandfather, he was taking horses to Canada.  And on his second trip he went and was never seen again, so whether he started another life out there.  We will never know.  

Lesley
You have not been tempted to look?

Roger
We have, but we can’t really find anything. And I would never have known if I erm my learned friend here repaired my broken leg and I was laying in Ipswich Hospital and my mother has a cousin in Ipswich.  He was a Japanese prisoner of war and he used to come and see me, and we sat there... he was a man of very few words.  And we sat there so he said, I said ‘Pete what happened to grandfather Leggett?’  So he said, ‘I think it is what you call a pregnant pause innit, which seemed like an hour.  He said ‘There’s only one man alive who know what happened to your grandfather’.  Because grandmother brought him up right from a day old.  I said ‘What was that?’  Well he said.  ‘I was with his cousin Nora right who was a vet at Oxford’.  He said Nora right was drunk in the pub one night’ and apparently grandfather took the second...  He went the first time to Canada and wanted the family to go but they would not go, so he went with the second lot.  But what they never knew was his business partner was a woman.  And we have tried Will Durham a friend of ours, he has got relations in Canada, and we have tried to trace him.  Well I have got the last postcard that he sent to my mother, but we have never been successful.

Lesley
Amazing.

Roger
Yes.  

Lesley
Fascinating.

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  

Lesley
So tell me about er when you train horses.  I mean train break.  I was going to say break in but I gather that that may be that isn’t the right phrase.

Roger
Well it is probably er... Yeah. I mean, you know it was er...   Like we say we are breaking in a pair of boots or something like that you know.   And we always say like the horse was broken to all gears.  That is to say he will you know go in chains, on a plough with another, or go into a cart or in drays or anything like that.  But er... You see when I was at home, at Framlingham, there was an old boy there and I have still got his breakers cart, er...  Clements.  He had a sign up outside there.  H. Clements. Horse breaker and saddler.  So you know that was a... you know that was a general term.

Lesley
That as a skill.

Roger
Yes.

Lesley
So take me through how you do it. 

Roger
Well, the first thing you do is erm...   We have always like to buy foals that have been shown.  Because they have been out to a show,  they have seen.  They have been onto lorries, they have seen and they are never so much trouble as one that has been turned away and never seen anything.  And er you know, well you halter break a foal from day one.  You get him to get him to walk alongside his mother and so forth.  And we even like to get ours on a long halter so it goes in front of the mother and er...  You then get them to…  You know they go along in front of the mother, well they are usually left until they are two year old.  And you start to put a bit of harness on.  You get them used to a bit in the mouth.  You get, what we call, get a mouth on them so that they have got a nice wet mouth and so forth.  You then get them so that they long reigning about so they will obey commands.  Left.  Right.  Stop.  Start.  Then you get them used to noises behind them.  We use a wheelie bin now, and rattle about with a wheelie bin and get them to follow us.  As soon as they will follow it; then you come in behind them.  Because you always have to remember with a horse you make him rideable and drivable before he is ever ridden or driven.  That is to say that you put him through every aspect.  This is why horses run away, and this is why so horses kick because they have been touched somewhere or they have had something happen to them, that they have never experienced before.  Like something rattling behind them and boof they are gone.  But you get them used to something rattling behind them, usually with an open bridle first without the blinkers.  So you can put them in anything then because they have got no fear of what is behind them, and then you teach them to pull which we usually do.  We have to put two ropes on the trace and get two people, you know, just to keep putting the pressure on and the britching as well.  So they get used to you know sitting back and holding…  Then they are ready to actually hook on something you see.  

Lesley
What is the britching?

Roger
It goes around the quarters.  You know and that is what holds a load when they are in a cart or where that...  that is what they can back a cart with.  And er... usually again, as we say, once they are gone usually on a sledge or something like that.  You then you put them on another with another older horse and we use…  The next thing we usually do is we put them on a plough, because that is the best thing because you can…  At the ends and that you can hold your plough so that they can come around nicely and that sort of thing.  And er usually by the time they have had a seasons work they are what we call a quiet, a good worker in all gears.  

Lesley
I love the fact that you use the older horses.

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  It is to do with the hounds, you see.  They…  All the puppies are lead trained and then there are like.  We have got two...  The bigger dog puppies in the main kennel, well they will now go out on couples with an older hound.  Which is a collar with a short chain with a swivel, and they will go out on exercise.  You know you have got a good hound which will hold them you see.  And once they have learned the name and that... you know, they will go out and then you put the two puppies together,  and once they like that then you bring another two in.  But that is how they trained just the same with a horse you see.

Lesley
And with the horse is it because it is an older animal so they will take…?

Roger
No that doesn’t matter, you want something.  It has got to be something that is steady.  You want some horse who is a bit unflappable as well, because if anything goes wrong you don’t want them kicking up.  You know they want to be...  Then if you’ve got one what is a little bit dodgy, you would put one horse in the cart with the good load of muck or a heavy load.  Put the youngster in trace in the middle, and then put the good horse on the front so he is then kept into…  into line.  And we used to do that quite a lot a Carlson’s, carting muck out.  That is how we… that is how we taught them.  

Lesley
So it is difficult if you are a one man band/

Roger
Mm.

Lesley
/really or a beginner.

Roger
Mm.

Lesley
Mm.  

Roger
The trouble is for the beginner there is not the amount of experienced horses about that you can buy, this is the problem.  

Lesley
Does it…  Do Suffolk.  I mean do Suffolks are they any better or any worse than other horses to work with?

Roger
No.  I don’t think so.  No.  You get good and bad in everything.  But as I said you know temperament has got to be the main factor today.  You cannot have these horses that are dodgy, because you have not got the people...  Well they don’t get…  You know we always say hard work and hunger will cure hell.  You know but they are not worked hard, this is a…  You know if they at a plough every day, that soon takes the wind out of their sails a bit.  If they are only used every now and again now and again that is not...  They have never really had that proper grounding.

I2
One of the things Peter Bundocks pointed out in his talk is that where we got into trouble in the UK is that we don’t eat the horses now.

Roger
Absolutely.  Yes.

I2
He pointed out because of/

Lesley
Well Princess Anne said that didn’t she the other day as well?

I2
That’s right.  But he was saying the same thing, if you have got one with bad temperament well the French can always eat it/

Roger
Absolutely. Yes

I2
/and they do so.

Roger
Yes.

I2
Now we say ‘Oh well it is no good for working we will breed it’.

Roger
We will breed it.  That is it.  Absolutely right.  And you know this is where.  And you know I am not a sentimentalist whatsoever,  I mean a horse to me is an agricultural...  I mean I have sold hundreds of horses for slaughter.  But the whole thing about it was you know you get a horse what didn’t come up to scratch, or he was dodgy, he was worth seven or eight hundred pound to kill.  Well that… that was a lot towards buying another one.  Now you see it is... people say there is no trade for horse meat.  It is not that at all.  It was the passport system that what has killed it, because you have a passport for a horse now.  If any owner signs it and said ‘This horse is not good for human consumption’.  That is it.  And if a vet signs it when it has had a flu jab, says it cannot go for human consumption.  That is it.  So you have got hundreds of horses out there who would be better put down, and you cannot do anything with them.  You cannot move them because they have not have a passport.  You cannot kill them because if they have got a passport they are…  They cannot go for human consumption.  So you end up having to pay anything two, three, four, five hundred pound to have them disposed of.  You see this is the problem.

Lesley
Mm.

Roger
You know whereas, you know on the continent.  I mean we bought a Percheron filly foal and she got all her health papers with her and she had…  And those papers accompanied her to the abattoir when she… when she went and erm...  Well if she went if you see what I mean.  But er which is... you know if...  this is the problem why all these, homes of rest and rescue centres are filled to capacity,  because you cannot do anything with them you see this is the problem.  You know I mean... You know that is...   You have to congratulate the Princes Royal for coming out and saying that these.  There has always been a trade for horse meat.  But you know it is more or less gone now because I think there is only one abattoir left in this whole country that you know that they go for er...  I am totally against anything going abroad, but provided that they are slaughtered here under humane conditions you see I am afraid I have never seen any...  Because that was what I was brought up with you know, it was a fact of life.  You couldn’t shed a tear and say ‘Oh you know all these horse is being killed’.   I mean it must have been thousands.  

Lesley
Mm.

Roger
I mean Peter Bundock will tell you, there was abattoir’s in London.  filled to capacity.   You know like when the Coal Board packed up you see all the pit ponies, you see they were nearly all put down.  All the pitters on top there.  And really when you think, you know when the horse really went out.  I mean the you know the hundreds of jobs that must have been lost, harness makers.  People who built carts and wagons and all things like that.

Lesley
I was going to talk to you a bit about those sort of supplementary.  The wider implications, tell me a bit about the harness because you have mentioned some of the harnesses.

Roger
Yes well [?Eases] at Saxmundham were very good....  Very very good harness makers.  I mean they had a shop in Layston and then another brother had a shop in Wrentham.  And again I was very fortunate because I used to spend a lot of time in there as a boy you know watching, so you really learned what good craftsmanship was. And we were talking about collars and so forth and er...  You know a horse’s collar is like us with a good fitting pair of shoes.  I said to erm Emperor Smith who was at  ?Eases, he had been there since a boy, and I said, ‘How do you measure up a horse for a collar?  You know to make a collar?’  He said, ‘We never did.  The governor would take half a dozen collars in his car and go to a farm and fit one up till.  They might do a little bit of alteration, take a little bit out here, if you have got a problem bones on shoulder, but other than that they were never made for the horse.’  They were..  You know they always had to stock of collars.  

Lesley
So what it a standard kit or did each person have slightly different sort of…?

Roger
Well you get regional variations.  I mean the harness that we have in Suffolk would be nothing like the harness you have in the West Country.  You know or up north.  I mean you know Suffolk harness is fairly basic basic.  

Lesley
Would it be made locally?

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  I mean there was the... you know Alfred Clarke in Ipswich you see they were big harness makers.  And ?Eases at Saxmundham, because I used to go and sit with the old governor.  And him and his father they would be in the shop serving and they would cut all the harness out...  If they were making a set of harness, they would cut it all out, they would edge black.  Crease it.  Put the stitch marks in and so forth.  Tack it all together and that would be sent down the workshop and they would be two chaps there just sewing you know by hand all day.  And Emperor Smith said one of his first jobs was a boy there.  He did two jobs.  He went around the farms with a pony and cart drawing rice straw into [?helms] for the collars, and that was his job to roll the threads for the… Because they were all rolled you see off a... off so many strands and like that on your thigh.  And then they were black waxed the ends and he said the worst trouble was on a hot summers day, because the wax wouldn’t stick you see, so you had a tapered point on your thread through the needle.  Double it back and twist it up and that is how they…  You know.  That was how that was all.   I mean Phil Goodchild who… he has got his own mobile workshop.  I mean he…  He erm…  Phil is a good tradesman.  You can look at his work and that would be well comparable to anything that was done, fifty or sixty years ago.  But you see if you… you know got a harness at home what I had, and you suddenly realise that that has probably been made seventy or eighty years ago and it is still good.   [ 

Lesley
What about the carts and things like that?  Were they all made locally?

Roger
They would do and again you know you got regional variations.  But you see the last carts that were really made were the rubber tyred tumbrels up in the fens, because I think the fens where really the last strong hold of the heavy horse.  Because you got this sort of wet land and so forth so they could cart carrots, beet, potatoes off onto the hard road you see, and then they were taken away.  I know...  There was a lot of horses used up in the fens right up until the sort of late sixties.  

Lesley
So you have got your farm and all their horses.  How many horses would they have on a farm?

Roger
What you can…  It always fascinated me to look at farms that are still got any remnants of a cart horse stable.  Because again you see Suffolk was fairly unique, because horses were not kept in the stable at night, they were kept in a yard.  And a Suffolk cart horse stable is literally one long manger and one hay rack with tie rings on.  Like at Coulson’s when I worked there, I mean you would put the food in the manger, open the door and they would all file in and go in their respective places, and they had a neck strap or head collar to put They reckoned a horse kept under that system of management lasted far longer with less problems, because they were out in the air at night and they had a lean to shed, where the hay was put in racks and so forth.  And er... you know that is how they went on.

Lesley
And how did they use them obviously they would doing the ploughing and that sort of thing?

Roger
Yes.  But getting back to your original question, if you look at what is left of cart horse stables that will give you an indication of how big the farm was.  Because you reckon to have a pair of horses every fifty acres, with probably just one odd horse just for carting about and so forth.  And if you got to Holme Farm at Wolverston which was Major Burners, and that was sort of like a model farm.  There….  Most of their stables are still left, and there is a stand there for well over twenty horses.  And I mean even the chaff house where the chaff was kept has even got a fan in there to take the dust out.  So you know that would be… but you could you imagine that sight you know ten pairs of horses going out to plough in the morning.  But I think to get a real taste of it.  I think one of the best books is Hugh Barretts ‘Early to Rise’, because he gave a real detail....  And I went to school with his two children, and that gives you a real insight of how it was.  Not how people you know/

Lesley
Not the idyllic images that people have.

Roger
No.  No.  No.   How it was.  

Lesley
So…  And tell me about the work of the horses through the year?  I mean some of it is obvious at ploughing and so on.

Roger
Yeah.  I mean let’s start after harvest.   Well they would like to get most of the ploughing done by Christmas.  And for barley land,  they always reckoned some of this land was ploughed twice.  That was ploughed and then ploughed back again.  So you know that the winter would be made up mostly of ploughing and so forth, there wouldn’t have been the amount of winter corn then, than what there is today.  Then after Christmas you would be pulling down and so forth drilling and then all the various things up to hay making, and harvest and then the whole cycle starts again.

Lesley
So they were kept pretty occupied in winter as well?

Roger
Yes.  When I worked for Coulson they were usually turned about May time.  End of May.  And they were got up at the beginning of July.  You know, they just had a break out then, because we were showing... there weren’t really much for them to do.

Lesley
How clever are the horses?  Because I have heard stories; They know when it is time to go back to the stables and so on.

Roger
Yes.  I think they know.  I think they know a lot more than they think we do but er...  I think the horse really...  How should I put it?  He only knows as far as what his experience is, if you see what I mean, hence we get back there is bit of noises behind him and so forth.  I mean it really...  I am not going to add it on the critical side, they cannot be that intelligent or they would not let us do what we do with them.  

Lesley
Unless they enjoy working.

Roger
Well I think they do.  And I think they like coming in, and I think they like er...  We have one old Percheron gelding at home, and I mean he is...  He is a marvellous horse and he is so accurate in whatever he does.  You know as if he knows the job.

Lesley
I know that at the spectacular there were musical horses.  I mean do you think…have you ever had experiences?

Roger
I know but reading a book on circus’s once, you know these liberty horses and so forth, the conductor.  Because they always had an orchestra, the conductor always watched the horses while he was conducting, so he would take his tempo from the beat of the horses. 

Lesley
So you don’t reckon they have got musicality then?

Roger
No.  I don’t think so.

Lesley
Well that is a bit disappointing. [both laugh] Tell me about the horses and the food and something.  In a way... I mean you had got tractors and you had to pay to fuel your tractor and all those things, but it was quite a lovely balance wasn’t it that….

Roger
Good balance.  Yes.  Yes. Obviously they had grass in the summertime, but winter time their diet would mainly consist of either chaff off the thrashing drum, wheat chaff,  which is the residue which is left after the thrashing or cut chaff.  We used to cut a lot of chaff at Coulson’s.  We had a big main arm five knife chaff cutter which shifted it and bagged it as well, and all the working horses had…  They had chaff and oats and that was damped down with molasses in water; but I mean…our horses we never ever gone for fancy stuff in bags you know they…  When they have the basic.  They have chaff.  They have oats.  They have bran.  They have sugar beet pulp and a few odd bits and pieces because I have to say Fiona, my wife, she does… She feeds everything because two or three people can’t feed.  And I watch her sometimes and that will be a little quarter scoop of this, and a quarter scoop of that.  But I mean, it is hereditary with her, because her father was a scots farmer, and she obviously learnt it from him.  It doesn’t matter wither it is pigs or cattle or anything, she just keep...  She has got that balance just right.

Lesley
Get to know the animals.  Each one is a bit different.

Roger
And erm.  You see you get, again regional variations.  You get down you know in the sands, around Buckley and that where a lot of carrots where grown, well the horse would have a fair few carrots.   Carrrots have a funny affect on horses.  The old chestnut horse, my old hunter you can’t give him carrots, because that would blow his mind.

Lesley
Is that the orange colour?

Roger
Yes.  Well no.  I think it its erm…  What is it?  I think it is erm.  It is…/

Lesley
Carotene?

Roger
/there is something but you can give him parsnips and he is perfectly all right but they have...  I mean they don’t have a lot of carrots, they have carrots as a treat,  but you mustn’t… you mustn’t give him carrots..  It is just you know…  I think it is a bit like giving children smarties, that sort of affect.

Lesley
Orange squash.  Something along those lines so it doesn’t help him see at night then?

Roger
No.

Lesley
With the farm horses they have got treats then.  Would you have treated them?

Roger
I don’t know.  I am a great one you see.  Every…  When I go out first thing in the morning when we… when we get most of our food stuff from Charmwood and they do what they call sheep stock rolls.   Which are as thick as your thumbs and the pigs and everything have them, because you can throw them about, and er you know pigs will sort them all out.  And I always have half a dozen... When I go out in the morning that is the first thing I do,  I go around every horse and they have a nut, and that is the last thing they have at night.  But if I have one get out in the night,  I never have any bother catching them.  

Lesley
Because they think you might have another?

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  

Lesley
Do they talk…?

Roger
When I look out of the window and see one on the lawn.  I think God.

Lesley
Finally as well.  Suffolk.  The Suffolk Horse Society.  We spoke earlier didn’t we and you said that you were one of the young members, the first young member. 

Roger
Yes.  In fact I was the first chairman at Council because up until Sir Robert Gooch died, the president always ran the meeting.  And er we were sat in the Golden Lion, a hotel in Ipswich and the start of the meeting at two o’clock and at twenty past two Sir Robert would be looking out the window like that and if his chauffer was slowly going around the square.  You knew you had got about another ten minutes and that was it.  So when he died we decided to go on a little bit differently, so we a chairman at work.  Jeff had been chairman of council, and you do your three year stint you see, which is good, because it allows people to bring in their own individuality.

Lesley
And the society.  I mean over time we have seen people’s awareness of the Suffolk Punch rise, that more people own them.  But the challenge now is to find work for them to do.

Roger
Yes.  Customers that is what we want.  Yes.  I mean like this you know this riding horses, Heavy horse and so forth.  I might not be in a hundred percent in agreement with it, but if it will sell more horses and get people interested, well who am I to knock it.

Lesley
Do you think there is a role?  Do you think there is work they can do.  I mean there is logging is one of them things.  

Roger
Yes.  Logging.  But you know I er...  I always think one of the best jobs, but again you want experience horses you know carting around cattle and that sort of things because you know you get a good horse, you open the gate and tell him to go on.  He will go through the gate and he will stop the other side, you haven’t got to keep getting off and on a seat and all things like that.  But I’ve always maintained with the working horse, his role is with the small family farm.  It is hopeless when you have got to pay people vast amounts of money...  you know, that’s the killer without a doubt.  But if you have got people who enjoy using them, themselves...  That was always said ‘Oh farmers got rid of the horses’, I don’t they did, I think a lot of the farmers were fond of the horses, but the biggest problem was getting people to use them.  And I know Bill Salter at Hill Farm, at Saxmundham, where I kept my pony when I was about 13 or 14, I know he bred two big five year olds.  They were out of Suffolk mares by a Shire stallion, and he said to the horseman ‘It is about time we got them broken in’ he said ‘I’ll break them in but I ain’t using them’.  So that was it, and they just went off for slaughter you see.  Whereas, you know this was...  this was the biggest problem.

Lesley
Do you feel hopeful about the future for the Suffolk?

Roger
Well yes I mean you know, you have only got to go to Spectacular and you know it is very heart warming to see the amount of horses there in the hands of new people.  And don’t forget, you see, nearly all my old stalwarts are nearly all gone?  Which is a sobering thought.

Lesley
But you’ve had a good time haven’t you?

Roger
Oh yes.  Yes.  There is one thing about with the horse… especially the heavier horse business, you go anywhere in the country whether you are judging or anything, you always meet somebody you know or they know somebody.  Even like when we went to Massachusetts there is people there you did not know, but they knew people you knew and things like that, it is a...  It is a very small world.  Whether that probably applies in other things but er... I have no experience of that sort of thing so I cannot tell you.  

Lesley
Just for me describe a Suffolk punch horse?  If you were telling someone about it like when you go to America.

Roger
Well if you are going to look at in purely practical terms,  a Suffolk horse is the ideal agricultural horse, because he is what we call long, low and wide.  You got a good strength of forearm on short cannons for strength so he can walk.  And walking is the most important pace with a cart horse.  In fact at Woodbridge show there used to be classes for walking.  For the best walkers and you know his foot fall was pretty accurate because it is no good having horses that handle like that.  If you are going up a row of eighteen inch or twenty row of beet and he is kicking every one out as you go up, that’s not really good agricultural policy if you see what I mean.  He should get his height through his depth of heart and you want a good middle because don’t forget when Suffolks were used the majority of them did what we called a one yolk shift they would not come back at stable dinner time.  They would go and work till about three o’clock and then come home and again you see it was good practice because they came home and they were given clover hay in their rack, while the horseman went off and had his dinner.  Then he came back and fed them.  There you see there stomach was ready for their feed.  But you know it was good practice, if you see what I mean, and I mean we do the same thing with our hunters.  Once they have finished hunting they have a little of what we call hayledge which is er... you know wiltered grass, but wrapped and so forth, then they would have their main meal about eight or nine o’clock at night.

Lesley
So is it all the husbandry side?

Roger
Yes.  Yes.  Even like when our horses come back from hunting they never ever have cold water, they always have what we called chilled water, they just take the…take the edge off them because that way you stop them getting gut ache, you see, stop them getting colic. 

I2
Tell us about the erm… the general appearance of the horse.

Lesley
Do you want him to do the bit you did on Countryfile?

I2
I do.  Yes.

Roger
Oh what…?

Lesley
You know the farmers…

Roger
Oh right.  Oh right.  The face of an angel.  A middle like a beer barrel and the backside on it like a farmers daughter.  So one of my customers who is in the fruit and vegetable trade rang me up, because he always called me master.  He said ‘Now then master what is this about the backside like a farmers daughter?’   I said, ‘Well you ought to know Richie.  You have handled enough of them.’   So that shut him up.  [laugh]

Lesley
Where did that come from?

Roger
I don’t know.  

Lesley
You didn’t make it up?  

Roger
No.  No.  No.  That was something I heard years ago.  I don’t know who set that up.  

Lesley
Lots of farmer’s daughters are not happy though are they?

Roger
No.  No.  

Lesley
Anything else?  That is fine.  That is lovely.  Anything else you think we ought to say?  You need a rest though don’t you?

Roger
No.  I could go on forever.

Lesley
That is fantastic.
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