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Billy
You asked me about my grandparents, I...

Jeff
I asked whether you came from a farming family.

Billy
I forgot about the other one, who he used to work on the [?Wibbly German] District Council years ago, with the Suffolk Fair.  Yeah.  Then he went in the 1st World War, and he worked with the big guns, you know, six and eight horse teams.

Jeff
Oh, did he?

Billy
Yeah.

Jeff
And that was your other grandfather.

Billy
That was me other one who did that.

Jeff
But you said your grandfather, also, the other one was a horseman./

Billy
/[?00.31 overlapping dialogue], yeah.  Yeah, he was. Yes.

Jeff
And then your father was on.. .worked on a farm.

Billy
Yeah, and he used to use them.  He said he hit one there, that was called 'Boxer', he was saying, 'That was a boxer, and all, when that was out in the field that used to get you at the back/

Jeff
Oh really.

Billy
And he reckoned that was nearly black, that Suffolk.  He hardly ever talked about his early days, but when he was getting on I went up one day and he was telling me about this horse.  I think he looked after the bullocks and that, he used to use them for litter, and getting the sugar beet tops, and all that sort of thing.

Jeff
Did you hear anything from your other grandfather, about the horses in the war, being taken away off the farms?

Billy
No, he couldn't...

Jeff
He never mentioned...

Billy
He was, deaf as a beetle, he was. [laughs]  It was a job to talk to him.

Jeff
Right.

Billy
He used to shoot, see.  He was a good ploughman.  His daughter was telling me that there weren't many people could beat him.  They used to have the straightest [?furrower/farrier], just one [?furrower/farrier] years ago, and they reckoned that... she reckoned there weren't many could beat him.

Jeff
Right.  But your first encounter with the Suffolk Punch was quite early, wasn't it?

Billy
Yeah, it was before I left school.  I used to go with a chap who I went to school with, he worked this horse.  And then when I started out to work I just lucky, I went down took the horse over, you know.

Jeff
Yeah.  And when did you leave school?  How old were you then?

Billy
About 1953, I left school.

Jeff
How old were you then?

Billy
That was fifteen.

Jeff
You were fifteen.  So that's when you went to work with a horse then?

Billy
Yeah.  I lived about a couple of years there with it, and it was...

Jeff
Was that a Suffolk, or was that a...

Billy
That was a Suffolk, yeah.

Jeff
That was a Suffolk.

Billy
Yeah, that was one of Nottcutts, when they sold up, years ago.

Jeff
Because the farm on your... when you grew up there was a Shire when you were a child?

Billy
Yeah, there used to be a... you know, you used to get your... I don't expect you remember [?02.36 Scar screen cruisers] in the...  They used to have a couple of shops in Woodbridge, and they owned a land where Wyevales is, and then [?Coleridge Walk], and they had orchards, and they had the Shire horse.  And we used to go and... when we was right young we used to watch it ploughing and that, over the hedge.  You know?  My mother, she used to take him a cup of tea out.  And while he was there, that old horse would go up the other end of the field with the plough on, and wait for him to go up and turn it around.  That was lovely old Shire that was.

Jeff
Oh right.  So he'd drink his tea, and then go and catch up with the horse?

Billy
Yeah, then he used to go up, yeah.

Jeff
Yeah.  That's good.  And you did a few other...  So you went to work with the horseman when you were fifteen, then you did one or two other sort of horse type jobs as well, did you?

Billy
Yeah.  We went to Knutsford.  That's where we spent the longest time.

Jeff
Right.  And what sort of implement were you using there?

Billy
We did [?scoop hoes and scufflers] mostly.  We had to cultivate a little... you know, one like [?03.42].  

Jeff
Yeah.  So the [?scoop hoers], that's got the one blade, hasn't it?

Billy
Yeah, it's just got the [?03.46] out there.

Jeff
Yeah.  And the [?scuffler], you said that was...

Billy
Then the other one's got about nine tines.   And that's [?niegh]... that opened out to different widths, you know.

Jeff
Yeah.  So what happened if you went off course with that?

Billy
Oh, you didn't very often go off course. [laughs]

Jeff
Because you'd take out half the crop, wouldn't you, if you did?

Billy
Yeah.  They're alright once you get used to the roll of them.  They sort of roll about a bit, and you've got to... that was about '56, I should think.

Jeff
Right.  So mid-1950s.  Yeah, right, around that.

Billy
'56, '58.

Jeff
Yeah.  And the Nottcutts, was that just garden stuff?  I mean or was it crops as well?

Billy
That's all fruit trees, and that.  You know, ornamental trees, and... in the fields.  You know?  All common stuff like Oaks, Ash, and all that sort of thing.  There may have been some cherries.

Jeff
So you'd be going between the growing trees.

Billy
We didn't work in the big trees, because they never planted them wide enough for the [?04.41], you know.  They used to, years ago, before we went there, they used to do wider rows.  And then they gained a bit of land that way, you know, for planting up.  And we went in the roses, and all the shrubs, cuttings.  And we used to go down on the [?05.03 heavy], you know, with the [?05.04 heavy] school.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
We used to have...  They had that land there, that we used to go in there and do a bit in there.  In Briar wood.  We had quite a few fields really.  There was Mertlesham, and Creek Farm.  And there was Longfield, Newfield, and then they rented [?Breadfield] Park, where the [?Wibley] horse show used to be.  And they rented two more over the other side, Foxboro Hall, where they grow the strawberries, and that.

Jeff
Oh right, yeah.

Billy
And then they bought that field right down that other... opposite the council yard there.  And that's when I told you, he used to give you six miles a day, when we went there.

Jeff
Oh, six miles...  So you'd...

Billy
That's three mile each way.

Jeff
Yeah, before you started.  So three miles, do the work, another three miles back.

Billy
Get along and do it, and then another three, yeah.

Jeff
Would you be using a horse every day normally?

Billy
Yeah, but they never stood out in rough weather.  If the roads got bad we used to go round in the winter time, and we had a four-wheeler, and my mate had a tumbrel, we used to go round picking up all the trees for orders for the lorries to take into Woodbridge Nursery there.  Did all the sorting there, and wrapping the roots, and...

Jeff
Right.

Billy
And we used to do muck carting, and...

Jeff
Did you say you did go out with the horses in the bad weather, in the snow and ice, at all?

Billy
We had them old studs, you know, frost nails one year.

JEFF
That's what I was going to ask you.  So tell...

Billy
Yeah, had them once.

Jeff
And who would put them in?

Billy
Well we had to put them in ourself.  But the blacksmith, when he'd make the shoes, he put a thread in.

Jeff
Oh right.  So these ones you just screwed in?

Billy
You'd just screw them in, and you got a spanner, you know, to do 'em up with.  They were sort of just a little half... like a diamond.

Jeff
Yeah, I've got some.  I've got some of those.

Billy
But you know, if... that's a bit dodgy for the old horse first time, when it crossed... cross its legs, you know, they can stamp into the hoof if you can't...

Jeff
Oh, catch on the other one?

Billy
Yeah, they will, yeah.

Jeff
Yeah, they're sharp, aren't they?

Billy
Yeah.  In summer time we used to cart... in the... 'cos the greenhouses, they used to like rain water.  And we had a big shed up Mertlesham field, and used to catch all the water off in this... well, it was a huge concrete place, and down... you could get in it, and... ever so deep.  And I used to... we used to get out there with pails into the water cart, and cart it down to Woodbridge to keep the stuff alive, you know, in the greenhouses.

Jeff
So that's a single horse, with a...

Billy
A single horse water cart, yeah.

Jeff
Was that the sort of.../

Billy
/You know, like I expect you've got... might have one about here, three-wheeler.

Jeff
I've got a water cart, three-wheeler, that's right.

Billy
Three-wheeler, yeah.  That's what we used to use it.  And that's what...  We hadn't got no running water up the stables, so you used to have to go down to Creek Farm, and get the water in that water cart for the horses, for drinking.

Jeff
So you didn't have a horse pond they could get into, or anything?

Billy
No, not up there, no.

Jeff
So they had to collect their own water.

Billy
There used to...  There was a tap down the Creek, we used to go and get it from there.  And then after they sold the horses they went and had one put on the field.  They had a tap put on.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
Yeah, it was very much... you know, all the summer time that was... Well for six months of the year you were scuffling, and [?scoop hoeing].  You used to go round all these fields, all the while  you know, keep it clean.

Jeff
Yeah.  And then you moved on from Nottcutts after a bit, after several years, didn't you?

Billy
Yeah, I went there after I got... left when... after a few years I [recording goes quiet 8.55].  It was a bit different there.

Jeff
And that was all sorts of...

Billy
Oh, we had a hundred acres there.  Another five hundred up Gransden.

Jeff
And would you be working with pairs there?

Billy
I had a pair there, and a roller and the [bearers?].  It's a lot better than one.

Jeff
Well...

Billy 
Two horses was a lot better than one.  If you just walked... you know, you could keep a lot straighter, different... lot better than walking behind your horse, like you do, or...

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy 
They don't roll about or nothing, you know.

Jeff
Don't they?  So what would the working day be for the horses?  What time...

Billy
Well, we used to start about the same hours as the others.  Half past seven until...  We used to work Saturdays 'til twelve, and then that... and then leave off.

Jeff
And who was.../

Billy
/We used to leave off with the others, you see.

Jeff
And who was doing the feeding?

Billy
Well we used to feed them.

Jeff
Oh yes, so you fed them at seven thirty./

Billy
/Yeah.  Fed 'em ourselves, yeah.

Jeff
What about Sundays?

Billy
Yeah, we used to have to...  Some in the winter time I used to bike from [?Marlsford] to [?Marksham], to feed.  And they had to be groomed.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
Mr. [?Grain], he always wanted them groomed seven days a week.  My mate only just lived up... up Briar wood there, you know, Jimmy lived across the road.

Jeff
Yeah.  And when, later on...  You've owned Suffolk Punches yourself, haven't you?

Billy
I had a couple, yeah.

Jeff
And when did you do that?  Was that while you were still working, or...?

Billy
Yeah, we was at Nottcutts when I had the... the first one.  I had that off Roger Clark, and that had been in the chains, you see, and then we had to break it in for the old [?dung haul].  But there was an old... a real old horseman, he used to come down there, old Stanley Mayhew, and he... we didn't want to put it in the cart while he was there, unless it was a trouble, you see.  My mate, he was a nervous sort of bloke, he... but he used to get through somehow.  And he come up... he come back to us, he said, 'What are you gonna do with that old horse?', he said.  I said, 'We're gonna put it in the cart', he said, 'That's never been in before', he said, 'I'll come and help you'.  But we put it in the cart, and he was... that was gonna be a trouble, he's that sort of bloke, old Stanley Mayhew, his name.  We put it in, and that went off like an old one, and that just went on...

Jeff
Just went... went steady.

Billy
Yes.  Because we'd used it in chains a lot.  And then the other one I had, but it weren't broken in, it was about... must have been fourteen, I didn't bother with it.  You know?  Getting on a bit.  That was Mr. Gillings.

Jeff
I know.

Billy
He bought that at Wrentham, you know, Gooch or Wrentham, in that sale, for about four thousand guineas, I think.  And he took it down to [?12.01 Hosley], get it in the foal, but they couldn't get it in foal.  So he come to mine one night, he said, 'Are you still interested in a Suffolk?', I said, 'Yeah, I'd like another one'.  He was saying, 'Well if you like to go down to [?Hosley], get somebody to get it, and say you can have it.  So...  But that had a heart attack and died down on the old field there, at Letheringham.

Jeff
Oh.

Billy
Lovely big old mare, that was.  That was a summer like this, you know, there weren't any grass at all, but it was fat.  So that...  There weren't no food on there, and there was bullocks with it, so I thought I'd better go and get a bag out... nuts for it, you know.  Give it a bit...  But when I got there, there was a couple of blokes there, and it was got down, and they tried to get it up, but they didn't get it up,  I just kept there with it until it died.  But the other, 'Count', I had him for about seventeen years, in all.

Jeff
Did you?

Billy
And he spent all his life at Eastern Farm Park.  And he used to... he used to do all...  I went to... we used to go to one or two little shows.  We went... I can't think of the name of the place now.  So other side of [?13.28] prison.  Took him to a show there in a tumbrel, got second prize with him.  And we...  Have you heard of Mr. Burrows, have you?  From [?Chedesham Grange]?

Jeff
No.

Billy
Well he used to borrow him for...  He used to have him in a wagon, and plough with him.  And then he... one year there was this well to do man at Norwich way, you know, got a big racing stud, and he'd got a wagon there, and he had it all done up, and he wanted a couple of horses to pull it.  So Mr. Burrows, he say, 'Do you think I can use your horses?' I say, 'Yeah, course you can, if you can make use of it'.  And he went in there, and he beat Cheryl Clark with that horse drawn bus, at... with our two horses...  My God, she weren't very chuffed, she seemed...

Jeff
She wasn't pleased?

Billy
Well [?that, she said] 'A smart turn out like mine, and you go and beat it', and I say, 'Well that ain't nothing to do with me, is it?  It's up to the judge, innit?'  I suppose this old boy was well-known, who took them in.  He had all sacks in the back, you know, [?14.41 inaudible].

Jeff
Because you collected several sort of implements and vehicles, didn't you, in your time?

Billy
Well, I've got a few.  Had about four or five tumbrels.

Jeff
Yeah.  Were they wooden wheeled ones, or rubber tyred?

Billy
We had...  My last one was on iron tyres, what we bought.  But the others were rubber.  No one wore iron ones, that fella had it who Gus was friendly with.  [?Weathervane ?] was it, or somebody?

Jeff
No, I don't know.

Billy
He bought it.  He had that done up, you know, and...

Jeff
Which ones do you reckon are easier to use, the rubber or iron?

Billy
I like the rubber tyre ones.

Jeff
You like the rubber ones.  Is that because they're quieter, or.../

Billy
/Yeah, they're cheaper, ain't they, a lot cheaper.

Jeff
Cheaper.

Billy
You know, if you have a wheel go, it cost the earth don't it.

Jeff
Oh, a lot money, yeah.

Billy
You can buy a tyre a lot cheaper than you can have a whole wheel done up, can't you?

Jeff
And that four wheel wagon, your little light harvest wagon you sold me, that's a nice wagon.  Where did that one come from?

Billy
That come from Pippas of [?Nodisham].  Not [?Nod-... Benhall].  And then there was a tumbrel there, but somebody else bought that.  I saw it standing in somebody's yard one day, and I went and asked about it, and he said, 'Yeah, you can...' and I only give him a tenner for it, I think.  He was saying, 'You can have it, that's stood here ever since I bought it'.

Jeff
Oh right.

Billy 
But that's a lovely old wagon, that is, up there.

Jeff
That one is, yeah.  

Billy
They're a lovely shape, aren't they?

Jeff
It is good.  In your time you've helped several people with...

Billy
Yeah, I've helped...

Jeff
Gerald with a lot of his stuff.

Billy
Gus.

Jeff
And you said didn't you start out with Gus's horse early on?  Helping him with...

Billy
I helped him, yeah.  Been doing twenty four years I've been over there.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
But I mean seen nothing of him, not lately.  But I shall have to go again.  Once you've stopped going you don't...  I used to go every Saturday.  And when we broke it in I went over there for three or four weeks, nearly every day, breaking... you know, we used to have it in the cart.

Jeff
That's right, that's 'Adam', isn't it? 'Adam'.

Billy
Pardon?

Jeff
'Adam', is the horse.

Billy
'Adam', yes.

Jeff
Yeah.  And then... but with Joe [?Arbon], you helped him a lot, I know.

Billy
Yeah, I helped Joe a lot, yeah, and the vet.

Jeff
Yeah, and the vet.  [?Ryder Davis].

Billy
Showing with him, and...

Jeff
Yes.

Billy 
Used to go to the Royal Show and that with him.

Jeff
You went to the Royal, did you?

Billy
Yeah, we used to go to the Royal, take... I think he had a pair there one year.

Jeff
Oh.  Did you sleep in the lorry, or what did you...

Billy
Or in one of the boxes, yeah.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
It weren't very...  But then in the end we went... He had got an aunt live at Northampton, that weren't too far off.  So we went... in the last couple of shows, we went to... she put us up there.  That was a lot better.

Jeff
Yeah.  And now you've got several of your bits and pieces on loan down at the Trust, haven't you?

Billy
Yeah, at the Trust, yeah.

Jeff
Hosely Bay.

Billy
Yeah.  I've got one or two of them still.

Jeff
Have you?  Yeah.

Billy
Keep them up there.  Yeah, I got a plough and...  That's a job to get... complete things now, when you buy anything, because they had bits pinched off, and...

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
I get a [?Skimmy], you know, with the little point on, and that weren't... well, it had no made up thing when I got it.  But that was [?round mittens instead of flared], you know, someone had made that up.  And that's got a good skimmer on it.  You know?  I shall have to probably see if Roger, I reckon he'll have something about there.

Jeff
Yeah.  No, that's one of the bits that's hardest to come across, isn't it?

Billy
Yeah.  [?The other ? ?], I reckon...  He's got...  Have you ever... you've been over there, ain't you, to [?Syrritts].

Jeff
I haven't been to [?Syrritts], no.

Billy
Haven't you?  You ought to go there, didn't you?

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
You've got some stuff there.

Jeff
Yeah.  Well he's always buying stuff, isn't he?  I mean that's...

Billy 
When I went there, we used to go with [?Jude]... because he had a show there, didn't he?  He used to have a show/

Jeff
Oh yeah?  I didn't know that.

Billy
/once a year.  And his father died, but they used to do something up there every winter, with be it a wagon, or...  He's got one of [?Lakin's]... this pub was a [?Lakin's], weren't it, years ago?

Jeff
It was, that's right.  [?Lakin's] pub, in the Three Tonnes, you're talking about.

Billy
They're now starting up again, you know.

Jeff
[?Lakin's] are?

Billy
Yeah.

Jeff
I heard something about that.

Billy
That's in the...  I don't know if you have the East Anglian, it's in there.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy 
There was two page, sort of in the middle, about it.  They're gonna buy up a lot of pubs, and start up again.  He did one of our Drays, [?Syrritt] did.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
He did that up.  Nigel went there for the day when they, you know, had to write up about it.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
Yeah, I like your implements.

Jeff
Yes.

Billy
But I asked... I tried to get one off old Tom, because I was at a sale, and somebody... I forget who it was...  Whether it was Roger, he bidded for it, but that went up to a silly price, and old Tom got it.  He had it.  He's never done nothing with it.

Jeff
What was that?  What...

Billy
That was another [?Scuffler].  I like to get different ones, if I can.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
And he...  I asked him, you know, not long ago, 'Have you still got it?', he say, 'Yeah, I've still got that little [?Scuffler]', he say.  I say, 'If you ever wanna sell it I'll buy it off you'.  Now he had to move where he was to somewhere else, and he just put the whole lot in a skip, everything.  You know?  That was a goodun, dumped nearly everything.

Jeff
What, recently, when he moved recently?

Billy
Yeah, when he moved.

Jeff
Oh, I didn't know that.  No.  Yeah.  Who did the shoeing of the horses when you were working?

Billy
Mr. Finch at Mertlesham.

Jeff
Right.  So it would... would you go to the... take the horses there?/

Billy
/We used to walk down there, yeah.

Jeff
Down to Mertlesham?

Billy
Yeah, so it's just down the hill.

Jeff
Yeah.  Right.

Billy
It's one of the best blacksmith's about, weren't he?

Jeff
Yeah, I know/

Billy
Yeah.

Jeff
/I know the name.

Billy
They had a picture of him in the museum at [?Wibber?], looking through a horseshoe, didn't they?

Jeff
Oh, I don't think I....

Billy
Did you ever see it?

Jeff
I think I did, yeah.

Billy
That's a, you know, an extra big shoe off/

Jeff
It's probably gone down the Trust, I think that has.

Billy 
Some of the stuff's gone there, now have it?

Jeff
A lot of stuff.

Billy
Has it?

Jeff
A lot of stuff from the Trust has gone down there.

Billy
I ain't been there at all, this year.

Jeff
Yeah.  I mean it's on loan from the soc-... some of it's on loan from the society./

Billy
The society.

Jeff
/Some of the stuff that was on loan to the society, people have then given... taken them that to the museum as well.

Billy
Oh yeah.

Jeff
To let that...

Billy
That must have to took some sorting out, to clear there.

Jeff
Lot of stuff.  Well, Phillip and Mary did a lot of work there.

Billy
Because they had a couple of ploughs up there what they...  I expect they've got 'em down now, but they had a...  The vet thought he was just going to go up there, I say, 'You wanna be careful with that gammy leg'.  He'd say, 'Well, I've got Ben, and one or two of his strong rugby...'  I'd say, 'It ain't nothing about being strong.  I should think once you let them over that, then you've got the full weight then, ain't you?'

Jeff
Because it's different taking them down to putting them up.

Billy
Oh, yeah it is.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
You know, you can go a lot easier, but once you get 'em over there you want something to lower them after.  Yeah.

Jeff
Did you ever come across a rubber horseshoe in your time?

Billy
No.

Jeff
It's just I bought a couple up at the sale yard on...

Billy
They used to have them for...

Jeff
On Monday.

Billy
They used to have them, and then put... well some of them, but yours might be a proper shoe.  I ain't never seen one.  But they used to put some on, and then put a shoe over it to stop the... if they were lame, the surgical one.

Jeff
No no, not that, no.  This is actually a rubber shoe you nail on.

Billy
Oh right.

Jeff
Cherry Grover said that she used to have them at one time, when she wanted to go out riding early in the morning, and the neighbours complained of the noise, so she had rubber shoes put on them.  I'd never seen them before.

Billy
I wouldn't have gone through that, would you?

Jeff
No.

Billy
When I first...  You know, when... there was a lot of horses about, you know, mainly Kingston, Fred Smith, in Kingston's Farm.  They used to do thrashing with them, and carting the corn in a bullock cart from the old drum, you know, to Berwick Farm.

Jeff
Right.

Billy
And down to...

Jeff
Why did they use a bullock cart for that?

Billy
They had... they used to put them in this bullock cart, that's nice and low.

Jeff
Because it's low, you don't have to lift it up?  I wondered if that was it.

Billy
Yeah.  Yeah.  And they had the other horses, [?my young]... worked on the Kingston Nursery, they used to have two or three [?bleached] there with the horses.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
[?Whichpit] Farm, another three or four horses up there.  Church Farm.  Haskett and...  Because they had a rose... they used to grow a lot of roses there, like... nothing like Nottcutts, but they had a lot of greenhouses over there.

Jeff
Yeah.

Billy
And when I first started I used to do the chain harrowing, and just across one field, and then over the other way I used to see this horseman ploughing.  You know?  It was lovely, it was.  He had the old brasses on, and...

Jeff
He had the brasses on when he was ploughing?  Just ordinary.../

Billy
/Yeah, the face brasses, and the... you know, just the front.

Jeff
Just those bits, not the...

Billy
They didn't... they used to have them for ploughing matches, but...

Jeff
Yeah.  And the [?Haims]?  Would they be wooden [?haims], or brass?

Billy
Oh, wooden [?haims].  Yeah.

Jeff
Always wooden [?haims], wouldn't they?  That's what you would have used when the... Nottcutts, and that sort of thing.

Billy
Yeah.  'Cos they used to have... the lighter the harness the better, they reckoned, you know, for the horse.

Jeff
Oh, because it didn't...

Billy
Because a lot of.../

Jeff
/Let the air get to them.

Billy
Like them plough backs what you have there, they never used them years ago.

Jeff
Too fa-... too wide.

Billy
That was only about an inch and a half, two inch, strip of leather.

Jeff
Right.

Billy
They have a lot of harness on a horse to what they did years ago.

Jeff
Yeah.  That's worth thinking about.

Billy
I mean you didn't have all that lot on the back, like you see a lot of them today, where they hold the chains up near the [?brichings]... where the [?brichings] go.  They never used to have none of that.

Jeff
No.  No.

Billy
They just had the.../

Jeff
/Well really that's trace harness almost, isn't it?

Billy
Yeah.

Jeff
That's like my harness I use, that's actually a trace harness.

Billy
Yeah, that's trace, yeah.  That's fairly heavy that stuff, you know.

Jeff
Well I know, because I carry it quite often.

Billy
Yeah.

Jeff
Well thank you Billy, I'm gonna stop recording.
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